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The recognition of some of the positive obstacles presents no
difficulties to parents themselves, and it is necessary to mention
them only because so few people are parents. Every mother
of four knows that a garden surrounded by a wall is worth all
the labour-saving devices yet invented. You may provide creches,
school feeding, family allowances, holidays with pay for expectant
mothers, and a thousand and one other inducements. If you do
not give people spa%e, you will not make parenthood endurable.
As a parent I have no doubt whatever in asserting that five
children in a house surrounded by its own garden in a locality
where there is litde traffic are^far less trouble than one child in a
London flat. It is my deliberate opinion that family life in flats
is incompatible with fertility, and if Socialists cannot think up
anything better than the workers' flats in Vienna, we should be
thankful that Dolfuss destroyed them before they had built
sterility into the structure of a socialist society.

A second feature of urban life is sometimes dismissed too
lighdy because bishops are apt to make tiresome remarks about
it. The drift of the population from country to town involves a
continual displacement of active enjoyment by passive forms of
satisfaction. For people who find their amusements in cultivating
roses, growing their own salads, keeping bees or breeding rabbits
in their own gardens, playing the piano, making their own
clothes and household amenities, the use of leisure does not
conflict with the demands of the home as the centre of family
life. These pursuits are either impossible under urban conditions
or disappear in competition with the passive distractions which
city life offers. The cinema, which could be the greatest instru-
ment yet devised for democratizing knowledge if every mathe-
matical classroom were fitted with a projector, is mainly used to
compensate for the unbearable tedium of life in a model flat.
Crowds assemble to watch expert games which are only pkyed
by professionals or gendemen. Having abandoned the family pew
and the choir practice, we turn on the radio and listen to crooners.
Side by side with the commercialization of passive enjoyment
children and parents compete with one another in maintaining